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TO HIS EXCELLENCY 



JOHN POYNTZ, EARL SPENCER, K.G., 

&C., &C., tc . 



LORD LrECTEXANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 



May it please your Excellency, 

In compliance with the provisions of the Acts 7 & 8 Vic., cap. 81, 26 Vic,, cap. 
11, and 26 and 27 Vic., cap. 90, I have the honour to transmit, in order that the same 
may be laid before Parliament, a General Abstract of the numbers of Marriages, Births, 
and Deaths registered in Ireland during the year 1884. 

During the year 22,670 Marriages, 119,195 Births, and S7,564 Deaths were regis- 
tered ; in the same period (according to the returns obtained by the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and the Metropolitan Police, who acted as enumerators at the several 
Irish seaports), 75,863 persons emigrated. A decrease of 44,232 would thus appear 
to have taken place in the population. The estimated population in the middle of the 
year was 4,962,570. 

The mean temperature at Dublin for the year was 49*6° against an average of 48 '9° 
for the years 1865-84, and the i-ain-fall measured 20 46 7 inches, being 7*548 in. under 
the average for the twenty years. 

MARRIAGES. — The number of Marriages registered in Ireland during the year 
1884 was 22,670, being equal to a ratio of 1 in 219, or 4*57 per 1,000, of the estimated 
population in the middle of the year. Of this number, 15,932 were registered under 
the provisions of the Act 26 & 27 Vic., cap. 90, and 6,73S under the 7 & 8 Vic., cap. 
81, being equal respectively to 1 Marriage in every 23 S Roman Catholics, and 1 m 
every 173 Protestants. The average annual number of Marriages registered in the ten 
years 1874-83 was 23,375, or 4*45 per 1,000 of the mean population; the rate for the 
year 1883 was 4*26 per 1,000 persons. 

BIRTHS. — The Births registered in Ireland during the year number only 1] 9,1 95 — 
61,310 boys and 57,885 girls — affording a ratio of 1 in every 41*6, or 24*0 per 1,000 of 
the population, against an average rate of 25 '2 per 1,000 for the previous ten years. 

DEATHS. — The number of Deaths registered was S7,564 — 43,613 males and 43,951 
females — equal to a ratio of 1 in every 56‘7, or 17*6 per 1,000 of the population, being 
0'8 under the average rate for the ten years 1S74-S3, and 1'6 under the rate for 1S83. 

Ages. — Of the 87,564 Deaths registered during the year, 11,024, or 1 2-6 per cent, 
were of children under 1 year old, and 35,039, or 40*0 per cent., were of persons aged 
60 years and upwards : the deaths of infants under one year old are equal to 92'5 per 
1,000 Births registered. 

Diseases. — During the year, 7,221 Deaths were returned by the Registrars as having 
been caused by one or other of the principal zymotic diseases, being 8 2 per cent of the 
total Deaths, and equal to 1*46 in every 1,000 persons living. The average annual 
number of Deaths from these diseases during the previous ten years was 10,091, or 1*95 
in every 1,000 of the estimated average population, the lowest number during that 
period being 7,510 in the year 1881, and the highest 12,737 in 1874. 

Of the 7,221 Deaths from these diseases last year, one, only, was ascribed to 
small-pox, which had caused 16 deaths in the year 1S83, and an average annual 
number of 335 in the ten years 1874-83; 485 were caused by measles, of which disease 
there had been 801 fatal cases in the preceding year, and 1,513 in the year 1882; 
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1,342 "by scarlet fever, being 423 less than the number for the year 1883, and ?24 
under the average for the ten years 1874-83 ; 346 by diphtheria ; 1,650 by 'whooping- 
cough (showing a decline of 391 as compared with the number for the previous year) ; 
1,785 by fever (758 typhus, 646 enteric or typhoid, and 381 simple continued and 
ill-defined fever), being 956 under the average for the ten years 1874—83 ; 1,588 by 
diarrhoea, being 153 under the average ; and 24 by simple cholera. 

Inquests. — There were 2,140 inquests reported to the Registrars, being 1 inquest to 
every 41 deaths registered. 

Deaths in Public Institutions. — Of the 87,564 Deaths registered during the year, 
14,165, or 16 - 2 per cent., occurred in public institutions. 

Being closely connected with the subject of Vital Statistics, Tables relating to Emi- 
gration, Pauperism, the Weather, and the Prices of the principal articles of Food, 
are appended. 

Incorporated with the Abstract of Marriages, Births, and Deaths are Vaccination 
Statistics for each Province, County, and Superintendent Registrar’s District. I submit 
also a table (Table V.) showing the Births and Deaths, and the Deaths from the prin- 
cipal Zymotic Diseases in the Urban Sanitary Districts of Ireland, and affording the 
means of comparison between the mortality in these districts and that in the rural 
portions of the country. The figures in this table and the details regarding vaccina- 
tion are given on the authority of the Registrars, by whom the information for their 
respective districts was compiled from the original records. 

As the general tabulation of the records of Marriages, Births, and Deaths for the 
year 18S4 has not yet been completed, the particulars given in the Abstract, which are 
derived from the preliminary Quarterly Returns furnished by the Registrars, will pro- 
bably be found to differ, in some instances, but not to any important extent, from the 
revised numbers in the Abstracts to be hereafter presented to Parliament with my 
detailed Report on the registration for the year. 



I have the honour to be. 

Your Excellency’s very faithful servant, 

T. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 

General Register Office, 

-Charlemont House, Dublin, 

19 th March, 1885. 
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Table L — Showing for each of the Years 1874-84 the estimated Population; the number of 
Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered, and the number of Emigrants enumerated, 
-with the rates per 1,000 of the estimated Population repx-esented thereby, and the averages for 
the Ten Years 1874-83. 




Table II. — Showing for each Registration Province and County in Ireland the Annual Rate 
per 1,000 of the Population,* represented by the number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths 
registered in the Year 18S4. 



Kecistkation Provinces 
Counties. 


Annual Rate per 1,000 of the 
Population* represented by 


Reoisteation Provinces 
Counties. 


Annual Rate per 1,000 of the 
Population* represented by 


Marriages. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Marriages. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


IHEIAUD, . . 


4'6 


940 


17-6 


IL Munster. 
























PROVINCES. 








Cork, 


4-4 


22-7 


17-0 










Kerry 








L Leinsteh, . 


49 


23-7 


20-2 


Limerick 


4-8 


22C 


18-8 


II. MUNSTEB, . 


42 






Tipperary, .... 


4-0 


20 9 


16-0 


















IIL Ulster, 


4-8 


23-3 


18-3 










IV. Connaught, 


1*4 


22-2 


13-1 


III. Ulsteb. 
















Antrim, .... 


6-1 


29-0 


19-2 










Armagh, .... 




23-5 


16-7 


L Leinster. 








Cavan, .... 


3-1 


19-7 


13-3 










Donegal 


3-4 


21-1 


13-3 


Carlow, .... 


40 


2P8 


18'0 


n,wn 


40 


23-2 


17-7 


Dublin 


70 


28-3 


20-0 


Fermanagh, 


3-8 


19-4 


14-4 




40 


22-3 


18-1 


Londonderry, 


4-8 


23*2 


18-9 


Kilkenny 


3-9 


227 


18-8 


Monaghan 


3-4 


18-9 


141 


King's 


S-3 


21-4 


18-4 




*•8 


19-4 


ISO 


Longford 


3'4 


19-2 


14-2 










Louth 


4U 


22'9 


18-2 


IV. Connaught. 








Mtatli, .... 


3-4 


20-3 


15-2 


Galway 


31 


21-6 


18-4 


Queen's 


3-8 


20-2 


17-1 


Leitrim, .... 


43 


21-2 


12-6 


Westmeath, 


4-a 


20-7 


18-1 


Mayo 


31 


24-0 


13-5 


Wexford, . 


to 


21-6 


19-3 


Roscommon, 


3-5 


21-8 


12'3 


Wicklow 


50 


19*8 


10-3 





3-4 


.... 





* The population adopted for Ireland is the estimated population in the middle of the year 1884; that for each of the Prorinee# and 
touches is the population aa shown by the Census of 1881. 
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Table III. — Deaths from all causes, and from each of the principal Zymotic Diseases (Small- 
pox, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Typhus, Whooping-cough, Diphtheria, Simple continued and 
ill-defined Fever, Enteric Fever, Diarrhoea, and Cholera) registered in Ireland during the years 
1S74<— 84?, with the average annual number in the ten years 1874-83 ; the annual mortality per 
1,000 of the estimated population, from all causes, and from the above-named Diseases ; and the 
ratio which the Deaths from those Diseases bear to the total Deaths registered in each Year. 

rUoTE.— ' The particulars for the year 1884, derived from the Quarterly Numerical Returns furnhhid by the Registrars, are subject to 
L ' revision.] 




Table IY.— Average Prices in Dublin of Bread, Oatmeal, Potatoes, and Beef during the 
Years 1874-84, and the Average Number of Persons in Ireland receiving In-door and Out- 
door Relief on Saturdays in those Years ; also the Average Prices of Provisions and the 
Average Number of Persons in Receipt of Relief during each quarter of the Year 1884. 
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URBAN SANITARY DISTRICTS. 



Table V. — Births and Deaths registered during tie 7ear 1884, in the Dublin Registration 
District, and in each of the Provincial Urban Sanitary Districts in Ireland (exclusive 
of Deaths in Public Institutions of Persons admitted from other localities), with the number of 
Deaths from each of the Principal Zymotic Diseases.-}- 



Karr — “The Dublin Registration District/ 

Dublin. Clou turf, Drumcondra ClonliiTc and Ul. _ 

of th« Poor Law Unions in whioh these Districts aro ait 
the following Table bars been compiled from tbo Weekly 
January, 1885. 



; consists of tbe City of Dublin at - . 

Kilmainham, Rath mines and Ratbgar, Pembroke, Dlackrotk, and Kingstoi ... 

lituated. The details for it and fur each ol tbe fifteen Urban Sanitary Districts marked thus , 

- furnished by the Registrars and relate to the fifty-three weeks ending Saturday, 3rd 
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THE WEATHER. 

The following particulars have been extracted from Meteorological Observations 
taken during the twenty years 1865-84, in the city of Dublin, by J. W. Moore, 
M.D.,Unit.Dubi, y.E.Q.c.?., F.R. Mots*., Observer at Dublin for the Meteorological Office, London:— 

The mean Atmospherical Pressure has been obtained from daily readings of the barometer at 9 
A.SL and 9 P.M., corrected and reduced to 32° Fahrenheit at the mean sea level. The Mean Tempera- 
ture values have been deduced from the maximal and minimal readings of the thermometer in the 
shade by Kaemtz’s Formula, viz., min. + {max. -min. x -41} =Mcan Temperature. The Rainfall is 
that measured daily at 9 A.M. A rainy day is one on which at least one-hundredth ('01) of an inch 
of rain falls within the twenty-four hours from 9 A.M. to 9 A.M. 

The Mean Height of the Barometer during the year 1884 was 29 '942 inches. The highest observed 
reading was 30729 inches, at 9 A.M., on October 5th. The lowest observed reading was 28150 
inches, at 215 p.m., on January 2Gth. The extreme range of atmospherical pressure was 2-579 inches 
compared with 2’229 inches in 1883. 

The Mean Temperature of the year, deduced from the maximal and minimal readings of the ther- 
mometer in the shade by Kaemtz’s formula, was 49'6°. The highest reading was 75'4° on June 
13th ; the lowest reading was 27-3° on December 22nd. The average mean temperature for the years 
1865-84 calculated in the same way, was 4S'9°. The mean temperature, deduced from the daily 
readings of the dry bulb thermometer at 9 A.M. aud 9 P.M., was 50'2°. 

Rain fell on 187 days, including snow or sleet on 12 days, and hail on 20 days. The average 
number of rainy days in the years 1865-84 was 194 - 6. The total rainfall measured 20‘467 inches, 
compared with an average of 28-015 inches in the twenty years 1865-84. During the first half of 
18S4 (January to June, inclusive) the rainfall was 11-872 inches on 92 days. In the same period in 
1883 the rainfall was 13 - 649 inches on 90 days. During the second half of 1884 (July to December 
inclusive) only 8*595 inches fell on 95 days. 

As regards the Direction of the Wind 732 observations were made during the year, with this 
result— N, 30 ; N.E., 27 ; E. 58 ; S.E., 79 ; S., 9S ; S.W., 128 ; W., 200; N.W., 74 ; Calms 38. 

A general review of the year 1884 shows that the annual mean temperature was seven-tenths of 
a degree above the average, the rainfall was smaller than in any one of the preceding nineteen years, 
1865-83 inclusive, and was much below the average of the same nineteen years, viz., 28-412 inches. 
In 1870 only 20-859 inches fell, and that was really a drier year than 1884, for in it there were but 
145 rainy days, or days upon which not less than - 01 inch of rain (one-hundredth of an inch) was 
measured. In 18S4 there were as many as 187 rainy days, compared with an average number of 195 
in the nineteen years, 1865-83 inclusive. Contrary to what usually occurs, more than half the rain- 
fall fell within the first six months — 11-872 inches haring been registered up to June 30 on 92 days. 
In fact, the most striking feature in the distribution of the rainfall was the scanty downpour observed 
in August (777 inch) and October (-834 inch), usually two of the wettest months in the year, the 
averages being 2 - 987 inches and 3140 inches respectively. On no one day did one inch of rain fall ; 
the heaviest daily rainfalls were ‘SG3 inch on April 4, and ’700 inch on February 20. It will be 
observed, on reference to the Abstract Table on page 22 that on April 4 more rain fell than during 
the whole mouth of October, and that on February 20 the downpour nearly equalled the rainfall of 
August. 

The amount of cloud was as nearly as possible equal to the average, namely, 60 8 per cent. 

Appended are some more detailed remarks upon the different months of the year 1884. 

January. — A singularly open, frostless month, with scarcely any easterly wind, hut a great excess 
of cloud. A protracted mild and quiet dull period was succeeded on the 22nd by a series of strong 
westerly gales and frequent heavy rainfalls, the atmospherical disturbances culminating on the 20th 
in a storm of exceptional violence, during which the barometer fell to 28-150 inches in Dublin, but 
to 27"400 inches at Aberdeen and to 27*332 inches at Ochtertyre, near Crieff in Perthshire, readings 
believed to be lower than any recorded for at least 120 years. 

The mean Dry-bulb temperature, from observations at 9 A.M. and 9 P.M., was 45-2°. The mean 
temperature, calculated by Kaemtz’s formula, was 44 5°, or slightly less than 4“ in excess of the 
average for January in the twenty yearn, 1805-84, inclusive (40-8°). The arithmetical mean of the 
m a x i m al and minimal readings was 45-2°. The rainfall (2*358 inches) and rainy days (IS) were both 
rather above the average for the same period, namely, 2 243 inches and 171 rainy days. Hail occurred 
on the 1st and 30th, snow or sleet on the 25 th, 26th, and 27th. Lightning was seen on the nights of 
the 20th and 25th. A lunar halo appeared on the 10th, and “ blurred ” solar halos on the 29 th and 
30th. A dense vapour fog prevailed on the morning of the 3rd, but with this exception there was a 
complete absence of fogs. The bright sunsets so characteristic of the present season were again seen 
on several occasions. Pons’ comet was well seen to S.W. after dark in the middle of the month. 

It is noteworthy that the mean temperature of January, was about 2° in excess of that of the 
previous .November, and nearly 3° in excess of that of the previous December. 

frostless character of the winter was maintained throughout this 
month, but there was a decrease iu temperature, owing to the increasing prevalence of south- 
easterly winds. The amount of cloud was unusually large, namely 76 per cent., and the weather was 
often cheerless and wet. A very violent southerly gale occurred on the night of the 20th, when also 
the heaviest rainfall of the month took place. 
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The mean Dry-bulb temperature was 43'0°. That deduced from the maximal and minimal read- 
ings (43'4°) was half a degree above the average for February, in the twenty years, 1865-84, inclu- 
sive, but it was 1-1° below that of January, 1884. The arithmetical mean of the highest and lowest 
readings was 43 4°. The rainfall (3 518 inches) was considerably above the average of the twenty 
years in question, viz., 2 244 inches, and the rainy days (20) were to a less extent in excess— thcs 
twenty years’ average being 17'6 days. Snow or sleet fell on the 2nd, 10th, and 11th ; hail on the 
10th. Lightning was seen on the 21st. Solar halos appeared on the 20th and 25th ; lunar halos 
on the 2nd, Gtb, and 11th. There were strong winds on several days. On the 2Gth only was the 
atmosphere foggy. 

March. — The weather was generally favourable, and an exceptionally dry period lasted from tho 
13th to the 31st, the rainfall not amounting to one-tenth of an inch. Unusual warmth for the time 
of year prevailed between the 14th and the 10th — on the 16th the thermometer rose to 61° in 
Dublin and to 70° at Cambridge. The mean Dry-bulb temperature of the whole month was 44-8°. 
That deduced from the maximal and minimal readings by Kaemtz’s formula was 44'5°, or 1-8° in 
excess of the average of March in the twenty years, 1805-84, inclusive. The arithmetical mean of 
these readings was 45 '4°. The rainfall (1'858 inches) fell short of the average of the same twenty 
years (2 081 inches), but the rainy daj-s (17) were almost exactly the average (16'5). Sleet or snow 
occurred on the 10th and 31st, hail on the 20th and 31st. 

The atmosphere over Dublin was foggy on the 4th and 24th. Solar halos were seen on the 9th 
and loth ; lunar halos on the 5th and 12th. The wind blew freshly or strongly on 12 daj‘3. 

April. — A cold, dry month — the wind, blowing almost constantly from easterly points of the com- 
pass, was of a particularly dry and searching character. In Western Europe this is peculiar to the 
polar or “ Continental ” winds of late winter and spring, which have traversed a vast land surface, 
covered with large quantities of melting snow and ice, and which have an exceptional capacity for 
absorbing aqueous vapour, owing to a quickly increasing temperature. Although cold, this month 
was warmer than April, 1879 (M. T.=43'7°), and 1SS1 (M. T.=447°). The mean temperature de- 
duced from the readings of the maximal and minimal thermometers was 45-3°, or 1-7° below that 
of the twenty years 1805-84, inclusive, and 1‘2° below the mean value of the readings of the Dry- 
bulb thermometer recorded daily at 9 A.XL and 9 P.M. The arithmetical mean of the highest and 
lowest temperatures was 4G'4°, while the, mean Dry-bulb temperature was 46o°. The rainfall (1532 
inches) and rainy days (11) were decidedly below the average of the twenty years in question — viz., 
2-029 inches, and 15-0 days respectively. It is to be noted in this connexion that a heavy fall of -863 
inch of rain on the 4th yielded more than half the measurement of the month, and also that on 5 out 
of the 11 “ rainy days ” the quantity of rain measured was a minimum — namely, -010 inch. Sleet 
and snow fell on the morning of the 1st; hail in the afternoon of that day, and also on the 18th. 
Lightning was seen on the night of the 4th. Early on the 9th there was a thick vapour fog, and on 
the 8th, 11th, and 24th likewise the atmosphere was at times foggy. “ East wind haze” was observed 
in a marked degree on many days, and about the middle of the month the coloration round the sun 
so often present during the past winter was distinctly seen. 

Mat. — I n most respects this may be considered to have been a favourable month. The mean 
temperature deduced from the readings of the Dry-bulb thermometer taken at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 
52-5 3 , while that deduced, by Kaemtz’s formula, from the maximal and minimal readings was 513° 
— a value which is slightly more than half a degree (0-o°) above the average mean temperature calcu- 
lated in the same way for the twenty years 1SG5-S4, inclusive. The excess of the mean of the Dry- 
bulb readings was partly caused by the prevalence of very low temperatures at night. The arith- 
metical mean of the maxima and minima was 52 G 3 . The rainfall (L'358 inches) fell short of the 
average of twenty years (1-938 inches) by nearly six-tenths of an inch. The rainy days (16 in 
number) were nearly one more than the average — namely, 151. There was no snow or sleet, but 
hail fell on the 3rd and three following days, as well as on the lbth and 19th. Distant thunder was 
heard on the 4th and 19th, and lightning was seen on the night of the 24th. Solar halos appeared cn 
the 12th, 21sb, and 23rd. There was a beautiful rainbow after 5 p.m. on the 19th. The sky was much 
freer from cloud at 9 P.M. (per-centage of sky obscured=43-2) than at 9 a.m. (per-eentage=07'3). 

June. — A t first cold and showery, with prevalent N. W. winds, this month ultimately proved to he 
very fine, dry, and warm. The mean temperature deduced from the readings of the Dry-bulb ther- 
mometer taken at 9 A.M. and 9 P .u. was 57-8°, while that calculated by Kaeuitz's formula from the daily 
readings of the maximal and minimal thermometers was 56-6° — that is, exactly the average mean 
temperature, calculated in the same way, of the twenty years 1863-84, inclusive. The arithmetical 
mean of the highest and lowest readings was 5S-6 11 . The rainfall (1-24S inches) fell short of the 
average for twenty years (1-962 inches) by -714 inch. There has not been so small a rainfall in J une 
Bince 1877, when only -921 inch fell. On the other hand, 5 058 inches were, registered in June, 1878. 
The rainy days were 10, compared with a twenty years’ average of 14-7. In 1874 there were only 
9 rainy days, in 1867 and 1868 only 6, and in 1865 — the driest month of all — only 5. There was a 
heavy downpour on the evening of the 3rd ( 551 inch) when some lightning occurred, as also on the 
28th. Distant thunder was heard on the 30bh. Hail fell on the Gth. Wo halos were observed — an 
evidence of the comparative infrequency of cirro-stratus cloud. 

July. — T rue to its traditional character, July was a very showery month, rain falling on as many 
as 25 days, compared with a twenty-years’ average of 17'6 rainy days. Nevertheless the rainfall was 
only 2-350 inches, or '149 inch below the average (2-499 inches) of the twenty years, 1865-84, in- 
clusive, The explanation is that the rain fell chiefly in the form of showers — in fact the 28th was 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



Annual Return of Marriages, Births, and Deaths in Ireland. 

tho only thoroughly wet day, and on hut five days did the rainfall exceed two-tenths of an inch. 
The mean temperature deduced from the Dry-hulb readings taken twice daily (at 9 A.M. and 9 p.m.) 
was 001°, or as nearly as possible the average ; the mean temperature, calculated by Kaemtzs for- 
mula from the mean maximal aud minimal readings, was 59'7°, compared with an average of 59'G 3 ex- 
tending over the same twenty years mentioned above. The arithmetical mean of the highest and 
lowest readings was GO'S'. Owing to the prevalence of clouds and tho frequency of shower's by day, 
the extremes were not great — the highest reading of the screened thermometer being 70 7° (recorded 
on the oth and 30th), and the lowest being 47'1° (recorded on the 19th). Distant thunder was heax'd 
in Dublin on the 6th and 24th, but this city enjoyed a complete immunity from thunderstorms, and 
thei'e was no hail. The 31st was a close, damp day. and in the evening it became foggy. 

AUGUST. — A very fine and summerlike mouth, with high temperature and scanty rainfall. The 
prevalent winds were southerly (S.E. to S.W.) and moderate in force. Thera was an absence of any 
deep or serious atmospherical depressions ; but about the 12th heavy thunderstorms raged over a 
great part of the United Kingdom. The mean temperature deduced from daily readings of the Dry- 
bulb thermometer at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 60 7° ; that calculated by Kaemtz’s formula from the 
means of the daily maxima and minima was C0-o° — a value which is 1*4° above the average mean 
temperature, calculated iu the same way, for the twenty years, 1S65-S4, inclusive. The arithmetical 
mean of the maximal and minimal readings was Gl'5°. On two days — the 12tli and 17th — the 
thermometer rose to 74'9° in the screen ; on "the night of the 2Sth-29th it fell to 44 G°. The rainfall 
was only -777 inch (scarcely more than three-quarters of an inch), compared with a twenty-years’ 
average frill of 2'S77 inches in August- In no other of the twenty years was there so small a rainfall 
iu this month. The rainy days were but S in number, against a twenty-years’ average of 15-5. In 
August, 1S70, rain fell on only 7 days, but the amount was 1'514 inches, or neai'ly double the fall in 
the°present year. In Dublin thunder and lightning occurred on the 11th ; lightning was also seen on 
the 13th, 14th. and 2Sth. The atmosphere was foggy on the 9th, 11th, 12th, and 18th. 

September. — In keeping with the summer months of 1SS4, September was in all respects favour- 
able. On the 6th, indeed, a deep depression passed over the country, and towards the end a series 
of low-pressure areas travelling north-eastwards outside the western shores of Ireland aud Scotland, 
kept the weather iu a changeable, showery condition ; but in the middle of the month conditions 
were chiefly anticvclonic, and beautiful autumnal or even summerlike weather prevailed. The 
mean temperature deduced from the observations taken daily at 9 A.M. and 9 P.M. was 57'2° ; that 
calculated by Kaemtz’s formula from the means of the daily maxima and minima was 5G'9°, or nearly 
two degrees (l'S°) above the average mean temperature, estimated in the same way, for the twenty 
years, 1S05-S4, inclusive. The arithmetical mean of the maxima and minima was 58'0°. On the 
Oth the thermometer in the screen rose to 73'7°, on the 5th it fell to 45 '1°. The rainfall was 1'214 
inches, or but little more than one-half the average of twenty years, 2'2S9 inches. The rainy daj^s 
(14), however, were nearly up to the average of 14'5. There were two occasions within the past 
twenty years on which September was drier than in tbe present yeai' — namely, in 1S65 and 1867 
(rainfall= 05G inch and 1176 inches respectively). In 1805 there were only 3 ' rainy days.” In 
Dublin lightning was seen on the evening of the 1st ; solar halos appeared on the 25th and 29th, 
and a lunar halo on the 7th. There was a bright aurora borealis on the 17th. There was more 
or less fog on the Sth, 10th, lltli, 12th, 17th, and 19th. Very heavy dews were observed in the 
anticyclonic period about the middle of the month. 

October. — ’‘The time o’ the year between tbe extremes of hot and cold ” — this month was true to 
the description of October thus given by Snakspeave. Although a fine and dry month on the whole, 
a spell of bitterly cold and wintry weather occurred iu the second week, and this was in turn 
followed by a stormy period towards tbe close, with sudden and extreme variations of temperature. 
The barometer stood remarkably high in the anticyclone of the first few days — the exceptional 
reading of 30729 inches being recorded in Dublin on the 5th, and on the other hand, tbe very low 
reading of 2814 inches was observed on the W. coast of Norway on tbe 27th. The mean tempera- 
ture deduced from observations taken daily at 9 A.M. and 9 p.m. was 49 - 5° ; that calculated by 
Kaemtz’s formula from the means of the daily maxima and minima was 49 2° — a value which is 
identical with the average mean temperature of the twenty years, 18G5-84, inclusive. The arith- 
metical mean of the maximal and minimal readings was 50'3°. On the 2nd the screened thermo- 
meter rose to G4'5°, and on the 11th it fell to 33\3° — the grass minimum on this occasion being 29'2°. 
The rainfall was only '834 of an inch, but was distributed over as many as fourteen clays, it was 
only a little more than one-fourth of the average rainfall for October, which is usually one of the 
rainiest months of the year, (average of the twenty years=3 025 inches on 17 2 days). The rainfall 
was smaller than that of any October in the twenty years, 1865-84, tlie nearest approach to it being 
"850 of an inch in 1808. The rainy days, bowevei - , were 14 — a number exceeding those in 1 S 66 and 
I860 <13 and 11 respectively). In Dublin no electrical disturbances were observed. Hail fell on 
the 10th and 2'jth. The atmosphere was foggv on the 2nd, 4th, 5th, 20th, and 21st. There was a 
hoar frost on the morning of the 11th. 

November. — At first unsettled and rainy, this month ultimately proved fine and quiet, and at the 
close cold and wintry. The mean temperatur e calculated from observations taken twice a day — at 
9 A.M. and 9 P.M.— ' was 437'’ ; that calculated by Kaerntz’s formula from the means of the daily 
maxima and minima was 43'0*, or 07° below the average of the twenty years, 18G5-84, inclusive. 
The arithmetical mean of the maximal and minimal readings was 43'9°. On the 1st tbe thermo- 
meters in the screen rose to 5S'G°; on the 16th they fell to 317° : on the 22nd the minimum on the 
grass fell to 2r0*. The mean height of the barometer was considerably over the average — '30'153 
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incites, compared with 29-850 inches. At 9 A.M. of the 19th the very high reading of 30 711 inches 
•was recorded, while the lowest observed reading was 29 '340 inches at 7 P.M. of the 4th. The rainfall 
amounted to 1'412 inches on J4 days, against a twenty years’ average of 2'312 inches on 16'S days. 
Included in the twenty years are five Novembers with a smaller rainfall than that of the present 
month — namely, 1S67 (1'258 inches), 1870 (1*218 inches), 1S71 (1258 inches), 1878 (1*338 inches), 
and 1879 (1*251 inches). In 1867 there were only S rainy days in November. In the present 
month more than one-third of the entire rainfall ('553 inch) fell on the 1st. In Dublin a solar halo 
was seen on the 2nd, a lunar halo on the 29th. More or less fog was noted on the Gth, 16th, 17th, 
ISth, and 29th. Hail fell on the 5th and 21st, and a fall of snow occurred in the early morning 
of the 30th. 

December. — Wet, stormy, and open during the first three weeks, the weather changed about the 
20tli, from which day to the close it was quiet, cold, and often foggy. The mean temperature 
deduced from daily observations at 9 A.M. and 9 p.m. was 41 '2° ; that calculated by Kaemtz’s formula 
from the means of the daily maxima and minima was 40'8°, or 0*3° above the average of the twenty 
years, 18G5-S4, inclusive. The arithmetical mean of the maximal aud minimal readings was 41-6°. 
On the 13th the maximum was 56'4° ; on the 22nd the minimum was 27-3° in the screen, and *23*4° 
on the grass. The mean height of the barometer was 29-S15 inches, or *007 inch below the average. 
Pressure was seen to range from 2S'909 inches at midnight of the 19th to 30-400 inches at 9 p.m. of 
the 21st — a difference of nearly one and a half inches (1 *491) being thus recorded within 45 hours. 
The rainfall was 2-008 inches on 20 days, compared with a twenty-years’ average of 2-516 inches on 
17 "0 days. In the 20 years, however, there were nine Decembers with a smaller rainfall, and 14 with 
a less number of rainy days. The bulk of the rainfall fell in the unsettled weather of the first three 
weeks — after the 20th only -126 inch was measured on three days. 
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Deaths from the principal Zymotic Diseases registered in each 
together with Vaccination Statistics — continued. 
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Table showing the Monthly and Yearly Rainfall at Dublin during the Twenty Years 
1865 to 1884, inclusive. 




Table showing the Monthly and Yearly Number of Rainy Days* at Dublin during the Twenty 
Years 1865 to 1884, inclusive. 
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Meteorologica l Observations . 



Table showing the Temperature of the Air in Dublin in 1884, and the Average Temperature for the 
Twenty Years 1885 to 1884, inclusive. 
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N.B — ' The temperatures given above were deduced from the maximal and minimal readings of the Thermometer by Kaemti'a Formula— 
vi* n min. -j | max. — min. -41 J = Mean Temperature. 
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